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Abstract

Protection of groundwater resources plays an important role in
the economic and social development of societies. Over the
past few decades, due to overexploitation of groundwater
resources, the reserves of this hidden treasure have faced a
crisis. For this reason, a more comprehensive approach to
water resources management is needed which use the
participation of all beneficiaries in water resources
management. Women play a significant role in the protection
of groundwater resources due to their main contribution in
production and agriculture and it is necessary to benefit from
their capacities. This research was conducted with the aim of
investigating the role of women as activists in Iran's upstream
documents using the qualitative content analysis method. The
research if innovative in this regard that for the first time, the
role of women in the management of groundwater resources is
addressed in the country's policy making. The findings of the
research show that despite the emphasis of the policy makers
on people's participation, there is no specific reference to the
activism of different stakeholders in the water management
and the data that indicate the importance of the role of women
and their activism are extremely insignificant which hinders
the policymakers to formulate rational policies. Therefore, it is
necessary for the policy makers to adopt a more
comprehensive perspective and use the capacity of all people
while paying attention to the special geographical and climatic

conditions in different regions of Iran.
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Table 1- Summary of the UN recommendations in "*Groundwater, making the invisible visible™ report, 2022
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Table 2- Studied sources
axdllas 3 90 2olo =Y Joua

Lo gi 5 lowd
dawgd puliad U gl doliys \
cowasd (62 VFoF 381 0 lpl oMl (g)sp0n jluileatis diw Y
€Ol oy iz, plla S clotulow Y
€sipghis» o o pllas (IS el ¥

333 ol oanass aolivgg IF Y 30L F b lowd (o595 Jw ¢l ! of Kb Oligdss
Volume 19, No. 3, Fall 2023 (IR-WRR)- Special Issue: Groundwater
ay



Table 3- Water in upstream documents with emphasis on groundwater
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Table 4- Content analysis of upstream documents with emphasis on groundwater
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Table 5- Comparative analysis
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