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Abstract

Defining conflict is not as simple as counting its instances, and
there is no single, comprehensive, and agreed definition of the
conflict in the research literature. It has been one of the main
and fundamental challenges in the field of conflict studies in
general and water conflicts in particular, which is still
persisting. The aim of this paper is to rethink the nature and
main concepts of conflicts by trying to explain their functions
when dealing with water conflicts. Accordingly, using the
analytical-descriptive method, this article analyzes and
rethinks the nature of conflicts and their main concepts under
four main questions. In addition, two major areas used in the
studies of water conflicts, namely game theory and the
conflict-cooperation approach, have been analyzed in
comparison with novel concepts of conflict knowledge. The
results reveal that most studies related to water conflicts do not
pay attention to nature, main concepts, and features of
conflicts. It is also shown that the applied and dominant
approaches and perspectives in dealing with water conflicts are
in accordance with the traditional philosophy of the early
twentieth century. Furthermore, the tools used in this area are
also associated with the Cold War period while the traditional
philosophical approaches for water conflicts and the use of
purely technical tools do not comply with the complex
dimensions of conflicts in water systems. The results also show
that conflict knowledge has resorted to new tools of conflict
analysis/mapping, a concept that is necessary to rely on in
dealing with water conflicts.
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Fig. 1- The number of conflict elements identified in the 15 reviewed conflict analysis studies
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Fig. 2- Classification of identified conflict elements
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