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Abstract

Social and economic changes can multiplicate and rise water
demands. As witnessed in many cases around the globe,
limited renewable water resources have not effectively played
a confining role for the developments, and with the rising
demands, subtle transfer of rights or reallocations have taken
place. Reallocation can be considered as a strategy to curb the
issues of water scarcity and to exercise water demand
management, in very different ways. Governance and water
rights are determinative factors for the quality of reallocation
with regard to the issues of equity and sustainability. By
conducting a qualitative research through interviews,
observations and document analysis, in this paper we have
investigated the process of reallocation in Zayandehrud basin,
Iran. The research revealed three mechanisms of reallocation:
from previous right-holders to the government-defined
purposes; from downstream to upstream; and from previous
groundwater right-holders to new users. Lack of transparency
and stakeholder participation in the reallocations without
taking compensative measures is why here we have coined this
experience a “silent reallocation”. As with the growing effects
of silent reallocations, Zayandehrud basin has witnessed
contentious interactions among right-holders and the
government. Reactions and decisions by the government
reveal confusion and inability to deal with the complicated
circumstances of the reallocations occurred. Meanwhile,
though the reactions by the right-holder groups of farmers
imply for raised local awareness and tremendous
improvements in their social capacity to organize their power
and influence, the sole request for furthering their access to
water has complicated the controversies  without
distinguishable outcomes.
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Table 1- Interviewed groups and main questions
S OWlgun g XIS 12V dlﬁbg; -V Jogss

Stakeholder Groups I_\Iumb_er of _Place_of Main questions
interviews interview
Farmers in Isfahan province 40 Villages in ~ Changes in water use and their reactions
ZRB
Farmers in Chaharmahal & 10 Villages in ~ Changes in water use and their attitudes
Bakhtiari province ZRB towards water rights
Managers of water and agriculture 5 Isfahan- History of reallocation and measures
sectors from Isfahan Province Tehran taken to solve the problem
Managers of Regional Water 1 Tehran Approaches for filling the gap between
Company in Chaharmahal & water supply and the demand in ZRB
Bakhtiari province
Experts in the Ministry of Energy 2 Tehran Decisions by Supreme Water Council and
implementation

Large industrial companies in 2 Isfahan- Methods for water supply and
Isfahan province Tehran participation in compensating the right-

holder farmers
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Table 2- Main themes abstracted from interviews
sxigmidiabaas 09,5y SI,a3 )3 0 ke (ol gl Y g

Stakeholder Groups

Main themes

Farmers in Isfahan province

Asking for their rights to be appreciated; Claiming to have legal and
legitimate rights over water; Illegal capture of water in the upstream
orchards and the downstream industries and agriculture; Poverty and
miserable conditions of living; Dependence of the national economy on their
agricultural products

Farmers in Chaharmahal &
Bakhtiari province

Ownership over water as being the riparians to the streams; Provincial
discrimination by the government and lack of attention to the Chaharmahal
& Bakhtiari’s economic development in the past

Managers of water and
agriculture sectors from Isfahan
Province

Lack of horizontal coherence in water authorities; Lack of motivation for
and care to the restoration of ZRB at the national level

Managers of Regional Water
Company in Chaharmahal &
Bakhtiari province

Unfaitfulness of the government to allocate water for the water pump
projects; Essentiality of sticking to the allocations planned by the Ministry of
Energy

Experts in the Ministry of Energy

Chaos and complication of the problem after the measures taken by the
farmers for asking their rights back; Lack of collaboration between different
organizations for implementing the plans

Large industrial companies in
Isfahan province

Water transfer to supply the uprising demands of future developments;
Investment for supplying water from unconventional sources; Problems

arising by the resistence of farmers and their conflicts with the industries
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Resources Management Company)
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