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Abstract

Among the various types of inter-basin water transferring
projects, the water transfer from common transboundary rivers
incorporates more complexity due to an anarchic atmosphere
among riparian states. The emergence of such projects, as one
of the alternatives in reducing water resources vulnerability in
Iran, has led to an increased importance for examining and
mapping the transbondary criteria and considerations. In this
regard, considering water purchasing and tranfering from the
Murghab transboundary river, flowing between Afghanistan
and Turkministan, is being studied as a case study.
Preliminary, paper adopts a descriptive-analytical method and
studies documents as well as available experiences to examine
the project from a variety of view points. Legal and operational
considerations for water purchasing have been examined
including criterias such as the negotiable water and how it can
be calculated, the contract interference, the time of water
purchasing, third parties criteria, the environmental risk and
the compensation of damages caused due to water purchasing,
as well as those criteria related to operational considerations
such as the construction development in the riparian states, the
environmental commitments of the water transferring and the
types of water transferring executive contracts in the given
project. After reviewing all alternatives as well as mapping the
roadmap of the considerations of the project, three perspectives
of cooperation among riparian states, including the
cooperation of Iran and Afghanistan, the cooperation of Iran
and Turkministan and cooperation of Iran with both states
according to the advantages and disadvantages of each, have
been explored.
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Table 1- The possible priority of meeting water right among concerned countries under water shortage
condition
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Fig. 2- Schematic of the possible sites and routes of water transfering from the Murghab transboundary
river to Iran
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Table 2- Pledge of involved countries to each other about the water transferring project based on the four
obligations
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Table 3- Types of conventional BOT contracts among involved countries
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Hydropolitical Hydrological
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Scenario building of water “Negotiable water” in the | Scenario building of natural water
capturing at the Murghab B Murghab transbundary river [ generated at the Murghab
transboundary river transboundary river
Taking five international water Embedding a third party, whether an
> - . - > B < international organization or an
laws principals into consideration i impartial country%n the project as a
facilitator of the negotiation process

(in accordance with the
contemporary water treaty
conventions)

Start to negotiate with
Afghanistan and
Turkmenistan on the amount
of the given negotiable water

~ Considerations of Embedding a third party, whether an
international trade law international organization or an
regarding water purchasing g P impartial state in the project as a
- b guarantor of the contract (in
accordance with the contemporary

water treaty conventions)

Preparation the document of water
purchasing contracts

Taking International Laws of
dispute resolution into —>
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Executing the selected option for
transferring water to C

Fig. 3- The roadmap of water purchasing and transferring from the Murghab transboundary river to Iran
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1- Negotiable Water

2- Third Parties Criteria

3- Archetype

4- Fixes That Fail

5- Transboundary Water Transferring

6- Battle Water

7- Bulk Water

8- Hydrogegemony

9- Critical hydropolitics

10- Double Edge Hydropolitics

11- Hydropolitical Self-Organization

12- Receiver States

13- Supplier States

14- General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
15- World Trade Organization

16- North American Free Trade Agreement
17- Negotiable Water

18- Water Resources Yield Model

19- Water Allocation Flow Model in Excel
20- Water Evaluation and Planning System
21- Euphrates and Tigris River Basin Management
22- Water Allocation System

23- Third Parties Criteria
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