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Abstract

Conflict, an inevitable part of human interactions, is a
complex, dynamic, and multidisciplinary process with
interactions with a variety of social systems. The differences
in theoretical frameworks and distinct understanding of human
relations led to the formation of different theories to deal with
the conflict. Neoliberal institutionalism is one of the novel
theories in the field of political, economic, and social studies,
emphasizing the importance of institutions in shaping
behavior. According to this theory international institutions are
effective tools for creating convergence and international
cooperation. Liberal institutionalist perspectives are widely
accepted and used by researchers in the fields of environment
and water management. Water institutionalists believe that
international water institutions can significantly reduce
international water conflicts and promote water cooperation.
However since water institutions have not always succeeded in
that aim, serious criticisms have been made on institutionalism
theory. Despite the importance of studying and analyzing the
theoretical background of the neoliberal institutionalism and
transboundary water conflicts, no specific scientific research
has been conducted in this regard. This study critically
examines the capacity of neoliberal institutionalism to deal
with water conflicts and to facilitate effective cooperation in
transboundary river basins.
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9- Utility

10- Emotions

11- New Institutionalism (also referred to as Neo-
Institutionalist Theory or Institutionalism)

12- Bounded Rationality

13- Value- Rational Action

14- Instrumental Action

15- Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam

16- Nile Basin Initiative

17- Multilateralism

18- International Commission for the Protection of the
Rhine Pollution

19- European Commission

20- Sandoz

21- Rhine Action Plan

22- Constructivism

23- Critical

24- Overcome

25- State Sovereignty

26- Legitimacy

27- Whims of Power

28- Indus Basin Development Fund Agreement

,SMJ"’" 9 ).3’.)53 -5
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1- Nye

2- Keohane

3- Intersubjective

Sloladl 1 5 a8 cunl msdg el slose Security Dilemma —¥
sl LSl el wad o pbl 258 sl inl38l (gl cgy S &S

g o g ol Sl Ll 4y oo 365 g 4 oS 39 0 nld
5- Unilateral Self-help Strategies
6- Autonomous
7- Instrumental Rationality
8- Value or Value-Oriented Rationality
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